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History 

The Ursulines of Tildonk were founded in 
the context of historical events occurring 
at the end of the 18th century. The 
French Revolution, which began in 
France in 1789, had serious 
consequences for religious communities 
and for the Church in Belgium and in the 
Netherlands. Many churches were 
closed, most convents were plundered 
and destroyed, and religious and priests 
were persecuted. The congregation's 
founder, John Lambertz, was born during 
this period. 

John Cornelius Lambertz was born in 
Hoogstraten in 1785. He was the eighth 
of nine children. During his childhood, he 
experienced the effects of the French 
Revolution, such as people attending 
Mass secretly. 

Immediately after his ordination in 1812, the young priest was assigned to the parish in Tildonk, a 
small village northeast of Brussels. 

In the beginning of the 19th century, several religious congregations tried to reopen their schools, 
but these were mostly in the cities, and only for boys and for the rich. Pastor Lambertz saw the need 
for educating girls who had no means of education, literacy, or catechesis during that period. He 
deeply longed to do something for them. He talked about this with other priests, prayed much and 
offered penance for this intention. And God answered him. 

One day, a young lady, Anna-Marie Van Groederbeek, then 26 years of age, was sent by her 
confessor to Father Lambertz. She spoke to him about her wish to enter a convent, but since she 
did not speak French, she could not be accepted in any convent. She proposed to help the pastor 
begin a school. 



The pastor's servant, Maria Van Ackerbrouck, 27 years old, had often spoken about her desire to 
become a nun. She could help with household chores. And the two women could live a sort of 
religious life together. When another young lady who lived in Tildonk, Catharina Van den Schriek, 
26 years of age, heard of this initiative, she asked to join the other two. 

On April 30, 1818, the feast of the Ascension of Our Lord, the three young women were 
accompanied by their mothers to the parish. They began a ten-day retreat under the guidance of 
Pastor Lambertz, and on Pentecost Sunday they offered themselves to the Lord. 

They lived in the parish house as religious, and their pastor named them "Daughters of Saint Ursula". 

This is how the Ursulines of Tildonk began. 

However, King William of Holland intervened when the young community undertook to build a 
school and a chapel. The king ordered the then-curé (parish priest), Pastor John Lambertz, to stop 
the building process and disperse the sisters to their family homes. On March 20, 1823, the eve of 
the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, the pastor received permission from King William to continue 
building the school and the chapel. He further gave permission to reassemble the sisters as a lay 
association. 

On March 4, 1825, twelve sisters pronounced their first vows. On March 13 the first superior was 
elected, Sister Félicité Toubeau. 

On May 1, 1832, the Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions of the Ursuline Sisters of 
Bordeaux, modified and adapted according to the times and local needs by Archbishop Engelbert 
Sterckx and the pastor, were accepted by the sisters. On the same day, eighteen of them 
pronounced their final vows in Tildonk. 

Now that the Congregation of the Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk had been approved, the pastor could 
send the sisters to other parishes where priests desired to open schools for the education of girls. 

Since the beginning of his priesthood, Pastor Lambertz had cared for the Christian formation of 
youth. He was eager to advocate for the education of girls, fostering the knowledge and love of God 
among girls and children. Did not St. Angela do the same? 

From 1832 on, after the Independence of Belgium, Pastor Lambertz founded many convents, not 
only in Belgium, but also in the Netherlands and in Germany. From these countries Ursulines went 
to South Africa and to Indonesia. In 35 years, 42 convents were founded. 

Several foundations made by Pastor Lambertz of Tildonk later chose to join the Ursulines of the 
Roman Union as the Provinces of the Netherlands, England, Indonesia, South Africa and Belgium. 

Ten communities were founded in the Netherlands : Venray, Sittard, Uden, Posterholt, 
Grubbenvorst, Breust-Eisden, Roermond, Kerkrade, Maastricht and Echt. They can be considered 
the basis of the Roman Union Province of the Netherlands. 



The sisters who were sent from Tildonk to London in 1851, and who, after many difficulties, 
purchased a house in Upton, built the foundation of the Roman Union Province of England. 

In 1855, Pastor Lambertz sent five sisters from Sittard and Maaseik to the area around Batavia, a 
town in Indonesia. (One of them died just after her arrival). Two years later, a group of nine sisters 
was added; they came from six different convents in Belgium and the Netherlands. The first house 
was outside Batavia in Noordwyck, the second house in Weltevreden and the third house in 
Sourabaya. This was the beginning of the Roman Union Province of Indonesia. Pastor Lambertz died 
in 1869. 

In 1895 five sisters from Sittard and one from Upton began a mission in Transvaal in South Africa. 
Therefore, two houses founded by the pastor gave life to the Roman Union Province of South Africa. 
In 1905 the house of Zaventhem joined the Roman Union Province of Belgium. 

The Ursulines of Tildonk have, therefore, contributed to forming a big family of Ursulines. 

The sisters of the Ursuline Convent in Tildonk also showed their love and openness by heartily 
welcoming different groups of French refugees. In 1901, 112 years after the French Revolution, the 
French Parliament voted a 'Law of Association' which gave the signal for persecuting religious and 
priests. The French sisters were expelled from their houses, their institutions were closed, and their 
properties were confiscated. The first four Ursuline refugees who arrived in Tildonk from France in 
August 1901 came from Nuits St. George. In October and November, three more arrived from the 
same convent belonging to the Ursulines of the Congregation of Paris. 

In 1904 new groups of Ursuline sisters came as refugees 

On July 25 nine Ursulines from Caen 

On August 6 seven Ursulines from Quintin 

On August 24 seven Ursulines from Tulle 

On December 24 an Ursuline from Havre 

Several years later an Ursuline from Auch 

Since the beginning of the 20th century, the Ursulines of Tildonk have also sent their members to 
far-off countries. 

In 1903 four left Tildonk for Ranchi, India, at that time, Bengal State. Now there are more than 805 
Ursulines of Tildonk in 90 convents in India. 

In 1914 they sailed for Canada, and in 1924 they went to the United States. Now there are seven 
sisters in Canada and forty-nine in the United States. 



In 1955 the first Ursulines from Tildonk arrived in Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo. This 
was five years before the colony became independent of Belgium. There are fifty-two sisters in DR 
Congo at present. 

In 2006 the Ursulines of Tildonk began a mission in Guyana, South America; four sisters presently 
minister there. 

Today 

Since the beginning of the 20th century, the Ursulines of Tildonk have also sent their members to 
far-off countries. In 1903 four left Tildonk for Ranchi, India, at that time, Bengal State. In 1914 they 
sailed for Canada, and in 1924 they went to the United States. In 1955 the first Ursulines from 
Tildonk arrived in Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo. This was five years before the 
colony became independent of Belgium. In 2006 the Ursulines of Tildonk began a mission in Guyana, 
South America. 

Countries where the congregation is present and number of sisters 

Belgium  56 
Canada  6 
DR Congo  62 
India  844  
  Ambikapur Province  123;  
  Gumla Province  231;  
  Ranchi Province  388;  
  Tezpur  102 
United States  41 
Guyana  4 
Generalate  5 
 
Link 
https://www.osutildonk.com/ 
https://www.tildonkursuline.org/ 
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History 

T he Urs ulines of Tildonk we re 
founded in t he context of historic a l 
e ve nts occ u r ri n g at t he end of t he 
1 8 t h cent u r y . T he Frenc h 
Re vol ution , w hic h bega n in Fra n ce 
in 1 7 8 9 , h ad serious consequences for 
religious co m m u nities and for t he 
C h u r c h in Belgi u m and in t he 
Net he rla nds. Man y c h u r c hes were 
closed, most con ve nts we re 

plu ndered and dest ro yed, and religious and priests were persec uted. 
T he cong reg at ion’s fou nder, Joh n La m ber tz, w as born du rin g t his 
period.    
Joh n Cor nelius La m be rtz w as bor n in Hoogst r aten in 1 7 8 5 . He w as 
t he eig ht h of nine children . Du rin g his chi ldhood, he experienced t he 
effects of t he Frenc h Re volut ion , suc h as people at tending Mass 
secretl y . 
Im mediatel y after his ordin ation in 1 8 1 2 , t he you n g priest w as 
assigned to t he pa rish in Tildonk, a sm a ll vi l la ge nort heast of 
Brussels.      
In t he begin nin g of t he 1 9 t h cent u r y , se ve r a l religious 
cong re g ations t ried to reopen t heir schools, b ut t hese we re mostl y i n 
t he cit ies, and onl y for bo ys and for t he ric h . Pastor La m be rtz sa w 
t he need for educat in g gi rls w ho had no me a ns of educat ion , 
liter ac y , or catec hesis du rin g t h at period. He deepl y longed to do 
so met hin g for t he m . He t alked about t his w it h ot he r priests, pra y ed 
m u c h and offered pena n ce for t his in tent ion . A nd God ans we red 
hi m .    
One da y , a yo u n g lad y , A n n a-Marie Va n Groederbeek, t he n 2 6 
y e a rs of age, w as sent b y he r confessor to Fat he r La m be rtz. She spoke 
to hi m about he r wish to enter a con v e nt , but since she did not spea k 
Frenc h, she could not be accepted in an y  con ve nt . She proposed to 
help t he pastor begin a school.  
T he pastor’s ser v a n t , Maria V a n Acke rbrouck, 2 7 ye a rs old, h ad 
often spoken about her desire to beco me a  n u n . She could help wi t h 
ho use hold c hores. And t he t wo wo men could li ve a sort of religious 
life toget he r. W hen anot he r yo u n g lady  w ho li ved in Tildon k , 
Cat h a ri n a V a n den Sc h riek, 2 6 ye a rs of age , hea rd of t his init ia ti v e , 
she asked to join t he ot he r t wo. 
On Ap ril 30 , 1 8 1 8 , t he feast of t he Ascension of Ou r Lord, t he t h ree 
y o u n g wo me n we re acco mp a nied b y t he ir mot he rs to t he pa rish . 
T he y bega n a ten-da y ret reat under  t he guidance of Pasto r 
La mbe rtz, a nd on Pentecost Su nda y t he y  offered t he msel ves to t he 
Lord.   
T he y li ved in t he pa rish house as religious, and t hei r pastor na med 
t he m “Da u g h te rs of Saint Urs ula ” .  
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T his is ho w t he Ursulines of Tildonk bega n .    
Howe v e r, King Willia m of Holland int er ve ned w he n t he yo u n g 
co m m u nit y u ndertook to build a sc hool and a c h apel. T he ki n g 
ordered t he t hen-cu ré (pa ris h priest), Pastor John La m be rtz, to stop 
t he buildin g process and disperse t he sisters to t hei r fa m il y ho mes. 
On Marc h 20, 1 8 2 3 , t he e ve of t he feast of Ou r Lad y of Sor ro ws, t he 
pastor recei ved per mission fro m King Willia m to contin ue buildi n g 
t he sc hool and t he ch apel. He fu rt he r ga v e per mission to reasse mble 
t he sisters as a la y  association .  
On Marc h 4, 1 8 2 5 , t wel ve sisters pronou n ced t heir first vo ws. O n 
Marc h 1 3  t he first superior w as elected, Sister Félicité Toubea u .  
 On Ma y 1 , 1 8 3 2 , t he Rule of Saint A u g ustine and t he Constit ut ions 
of t he Urs uline Sisters of Bordea u x, modified and adapted accordi n g 
to t he t i mes and local needs b y A r c hbishop Engelbert Sterck x and 
t he pastor, we re accepted b y t he sisters. On t he sa me da y , eig h tee n 
of t he m pronou n ced t heir fin al vo ws in Tildon k.    
Now t h at t he Cong reg at ion of t he Ursul ine Sisters of Tildonk had 
been appro ved, t he pastor could send t h e sisters to ot her pa rishes 
w he re priests desired to open schools for t h e educ at ion of gir ls.  
Since t he begin ni n g of his priest hood, Pastor La mbe rtz had ca red for 
t he Ch ristia n for m a t ion of yo ut h. He w as eager to ad vocate for t he 
educ ation of gir ls, fosterin g t he kno wledge a nd lo ve of God a mon g 
g i rls and c hildren . Did not St. A n gela do the sa me?  
Fro m 1 8 3 2 on, after t he Independence of Belgi u m , Pastor La m be rtz 
founded m a n y con ve n ts, not onl y in Belgi u m , b ut also in t he 
Net he rla nds and in Ger m a n y . Fro m t hese cou nt ries Ursulines wen t  
to Sout h Africa and to Indonesia . In 3 5  ye a rs, 4 2 con v e nts we re 
founded. 
Se ve r a l found ations m ade b y Pastor La m bertz of Tildonk later chose 
to join t he Ursulines of t he Ro m a n Union as t he Pro vi n ces of t he 
Net he rla nds, Engla nd, Indonesia , Sout h Afric a a nd Belgi u m .  
Ten co m m u nities we re founded in t h e Net he rla nds : Ven r a y ,  
Sitt a rd, Uden, Poster holt , Gr ubben vo rst,  Breust-Eisden, Roer mond , 
Kerk r ade, Maast ric ht and Ec ht .  The y ca n be considered t he basis of 
t he Ro m a n Union Pro vi n ce of t he Net he rl a nds.  
T he sisters w ho we re sent fro m Tildonk to London in 1 8 5 1 , a nd w ho, 
after m a n y diffic ul t ies, pu rc h ased a house in Upton, buil t t he 
found ation of t he Ro m a n Union Pro vi nce of Engla nd.  
In 1 8 5 5 , Pastor La m be rtz sent fi ve sisters fro m Sitt a rd a nd Maaseik 
to t he a rea a ro u nd Bat a v i a , a to w n in Indonesia . (One of t he m died 
just after her a r ri v a l) . T wo yea rs la ter, a g roup of nine sisters w as 
added; t he y ca me f ro m six different conv e nts in Belgi u m a nd t he 
Net he rla nds. The first house w as outside Bat a v i a in Noord w y c k, t he 
second house in Welte v reden a nd t he t hi r d house in Sou r aba y a . T his 
w as t he begin nin g of t he Ro m a n Union Pro vince of Indonesia . Pasto r 
La mbe rtz died in 1 8 6 9 . 
In 1 8 9 5  fi ve sisters fro m Sit t a rd and one fro m Upton bega n a 
m ission in Tr a ns v a a l in Sout h Africa . T herefore, t wo houses fou nded 
b y t he pastor ga v e life to t he Ro m a n Union Pro vi n ce of Sout h Africa .  
In 1 9 0 5 t he house of Za ve nt he m joined t h e Ro m a n Union Pro vi nce of 
Belgi u m .           
T he Ursulines of Tildonk ha v e , t he refore,  cont rib uted to for m i n g a 
big fa m il y of Ursulines.  
T he sisters of t he Ursuline Con ve nt in Tildonk also sho wed t hei r lo v e 
a nd open ness b y hea r t il y welco mi n g different g ro ups of Frenc h 
refu gees. In 1 9 0 1 , 1 1 2 ye a rs after t h e Frenc h Re volution, t he 
Frenc h Pa rlia me nt voted a ‘La w of Association’ w hic h g a v e t he 
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sign al for persec uti n g religious and priests. The Frenc h sisters we re 
expelled fro m t heir houses, t hei r insti t ut ions were closed, and t hei r 
properties we re confiscated. T he first fou r Ursuline refu gees w ho 
a r ri v ed in Tildonk fro m Fra n ce in A u g ust  1 9 0 1 c a me f ro m N uits St . 
Geor ge. In October a nd No ve m be r, t h ree more a r ri v ed fro m t he 
sa me con v e nt belongin g to t he Urs ulin es of t he Cong reg at ion of 
Paris.  
 
In 1 9 0 4 ne w g roups of Ursuline sisters cam e as refugees 
 On Jul y  2 5      n ine Ursulines f ro m Caen 
 On A u g ust 6    se ven Urs ulines fro m Q ui ntin 
 On A u g ust 2 4   se ven Urs ulines fro m T ulle 
 On Dece mbe r 2 4   a n Urs uline f ro m Ha v re 
 Se ve r a l ye a rs la ter  a n Urs uline  f ro m A u c h 
 
Since t he begin nin g of t he 20t h cent u r y , t he Urs ulines of Tildon k 
h a v e also sent t hei r me m be rs to far-off cou n t ries.  
In 1 9 0 3 fou r left Tildonk for Ranc hi , India , at t h at t i me, Beng a l 
St ate . Now t he re a re more t h a n 80 5 Urs ulines of Tildonk in 9 0  
con v e nts in India .  
In 1 9 1 4 t he y sailed for Ca n ada, and in 1 9 2 4 t he y went to t he United 
St ates. Now t he re a re se ve n sisters in Can ada a nd fort y-nine in t he 
United St ates.   
In 1 9 5 5  t he first Ursulines fro m Tildonk a r ri v ed in Zai re, no w t he 
Democ r at ic Republic of Congo. T his w as fiv e ye a rs before t he colon y  
beca me independent of Belgi u m . T he re a re fift y-t wo sisters in DR 
Congo at present .    
In 200 6 t he Urs ulines of Tildonk bega n a m ission in G u y a n a, Sou t h 
A m e ric a; fou r sisters presentl y m i nister t he re .   

 

Toda y 

Since 1 9 7 8 t he Cong reg at ion of Tildonk h as had an Inter n at ion al 
Cong reg at ional Go ve r n me nt , co mposed of me m be rs fro m t h e 
v a r ious Pro vi n ces. Wit h a vie w to fosterin g t he inter n at ion ali t y of 
t he cong reg ation, t he 1 9 7 8 Gene r a l Ch apter m a nd ated t he Gene r a l 
Go ve r n m e nt to appl y for Pontifica l St at us, w hic h w as gr a n ted on 
October 1 8 , 1 9 8 2 . T he Gene r a l Constit ut ions and Directi ves, 
Fullness in t he Life of Ch rist , we re appro v ed on Septe mbe r 1 5 , 1 9 8 3 ,  
t he feast of Ou r Lad y of Sor ro ws.  
Inspired b y t he life and ch a ris m of A n gela Merici, fou nd ress of t he 
Urs uline t r adition , and of ou r founder,  John La m be rtz, we a re 
co m m it ted to t he mission of t he uni ve rsa l Ch u r c h. O u r specific 
m ission is to m a ke God kno w n and lo ved b y responding to t he needs 
of t he local Ch u r c h w he re ve r we a re. In respondin g to t hese needs, 
our cong reg at ion accepts a di ve rsit y of minist ries w hi le it gi ves 
priorit y  to educ at ion in its broadest sense.  
T he 1 9 9 6 Gener a l C h apter m a ndated t h at t he India n Pro vi n ce be 
di v ided beca use of t he la r ge n u m be r of sisters and g reat dist ances 
bet ween houses. Th us, t h ree pro vi n ces an d a dist rict we re created in 
1 9 9 7 .  
Voc ations a re flou rishin g in India and g r ad u all y in c reasin g in t he 
Vice-Pro vi nce of DR Congo. 
 
 
Coun t ries where t he congrega tion is presen t 
BELGIUM  -    6 4 
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C AN ADA   -      7 
D R CONGO  -    5 2 
INDIA   - 8 0 5 
UNITED ST ATES -    4 9 
GUY AN A   -      4 
GENERAL ATE -      5 
 
Links 
w w w .osutildonk.org 
w w w .t ildonk u rs uline.org  – US Pro vi n ce 
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