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History 

The foundress and her religious family: 
The Congregation of the Ursuline nuns 
SCM was born in 1907 in Breganze 
(province of Vicenza), on the initiative of 
Giovanna Meneghini, a lay woman who 
had been consecrated in the Company of 
Saint Ursula for twenty years. After the 
foundress's death (in Breganze in 1918), 
the community of the Ursulines 
underwent a long period of trials; it first 
received diocesan approval in 1941 and 
pontifical approval in 1950. 

Even though she lived her secular 
consecration according to the Merician 
Rule, Giovanna Meneghini had felt 
strongly attracted to communal religious 
life: that attraction led her to form a 
nucleus of community life. For this 
institute she chose the Rule of Angela 
Merici as its inspiring principle. 

Charism and mission: The fundamental 
elements are outlined by the foundress 
herself: «The aim of the Institute is one's own salvation and perfection in the practice of the 
evangelical counsels just as much as the salvation and sanctification of women of the lower classes» 
(Memories I, 24). «The spirit of the Lord's new servants should be absolute self-denial and untiring 
zeal for the salvation of souls» (Memories II, 2). 

Today 

Today the congregation identifies the grace of its origin in the gift of union with Christ as Spouse, 
who came to the world in order to fulfill the Father's design, thanks to the unreserved consent of a 
woman, the Virgin Mary, servant and mother of God. The mission of the congregation is to 
contribute to women's human and Christian promotion, in a spirit of service. 



Activities and life style: Following the foundress's choice and the Ursuline tradition, the Ursuline 
sisters SCM share the evangelical work of the Church, promoting Christian culture in the 
educational, pastoral and social services which enable them to reach young and adult women, most 
of all belonging to the lower classes, for the purpose of formation and human and Christian 
promotion.  

The congregation's study center "Presenza Donna" works with the same intent. Called to carry out 
a mission of salvation for women, they are especially sensitive to the conditions of poverty and 
isolation caused by injustice, human weakness, personal and social sin.  

For this aim they provide socio-educational communities for adolescent and young women in 
difficulty and encourage voluntary parish and social organizations.  

The congregation is involved, 
according to its nature and 
specific charism, in the missionary 
activities of the Church. In parish 
work the Ursuline sisters SCM take 
on, with a special commitment, 
the promotion of lay women and 
their training for different services 
within the Church, for 
evangelization and charitable 
works. 

The Congregation of the 
Ursulines of the Sacred Heart of 
Mary, which has about 130 members, is 
present: 

In Italy: in Veneto, in the dioceses of 
Vicenza and Padua, in Lombardy, in 
Tuscany, Latium, Campania and Calabria; 

In Brazil: in the states of Rio de Janeiro, 
Espirito Santo, Minas Gerais and 
Roraima; 

In Mozambique: in the diocese of Beira. 
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History 
The foundress and her religious family: T he Con g reg at ion of t he 
Urs uline n u ns SCM w as born in 1 9 0 7 in Brega nze (pro v i nce of 
Vicenza) , on t he init ia ti ve of Gio v a n n a Meneg hin i , a la y wo m a n 
w ho h ad been consec r ated in t he Co m pa n y of Saint Ursula for 
t we nt y y e a rs. After t he found ress’s deat h (in Breg a nze in 1 9 1 8 ) , t he 
co m m u nit y of t he Ursulines under we n t a lon g period of t ria ls; it fi rst  
recei ved diocesa n appro v a l in 1 9 4 1 a nd pont ifica l appro v al in 1 9 5 0 . 
 
Eve n t hou g h she li ved her secula r consecr at ion according to t he 
Mericia n R ule, Gio v a n n a Meneg hin i h ad felt st ron gl y a t t r acted to 
co m m u n al religious life: t h at a t t r action led her to for m a n ucleus of 
co m m u nit y l ife. For t his instit ute she c hose t he Rule of An gel a 
Merici as its inspirin g principle. 

Charism and mission: T he fu nda me nt a l elem e n ts are outlined b y t h e 
found ress herself: «The ai m of t he Instit u te is one’s ow n sal v a t ion 
a nd perfection in t he pract ice of t he e v a n gelica l cou nsels just as 
m u c h as t he sal v a tion a nd sanctific ation of wo men of t he lowe r 
classes» (Me mories I, 2 4) . «T he spirit of t he Lord’s ne w ser v a n t s 
should be absolute self-denial and u nti rin g zeal for t he sal v a t ion of 
souls» (Me mories II, 2) . 

Toda y 
Toda y t he con g reg ation identifies t he gr a ce of its origin in t he gift of 
u nion wit h Ch rist as Spouse, w ho ca me to t he world in order to fulfill  
t he Fat he r’s design , t h a n ks to t he u n reser v ed consent of a wo m a n , 
t he Vi r g i n Mar y , ser v a n t and mot he r of God. The m ission of t he 
cong re g ation is to cont rib ute to wo men’s h u m a n a nd Ch ristia n  
pro motion , in a spirit of ser v ice . 

Activities and life style: Follo wi n g t he fou nd ress’s choice and t he 
Urs uline t r adition , t he Ursuline sisters SCM sh a re t he e v a n gelica l  
wo rk of t he Ch u r c h , pro motin g Ch ristia n c ul t u re in t he educ ation al , 
pastora l a nd social ser v ices w hic h en able t he m to reac h yo u n g and 
ad ul t wo men, most of all belongin g to t he lowe r classes, for t he 
pu rpose of for m a t ion and h u m a n and C h ristia n pro motion . T he 
cong re g ation’s st ud y center “Presenza Don n a ” works wit h t he sa m e 
intent . Called to ca r r y out a mission of sa l v a t ion for wo me n, t he y  
a re especiall y sensit i ve to t he conditions of po ve rt y a nd isola tion 
ca used b y inj ustice, h u m a n weak ness, person al and social sin . For 
t his ai m t he y pro vide socio-educational com m u nit ies for adolescen t 
a nd yo u n g wo men in difficul t y a nd encour a ge volu nt a r y  pa rish and 
social org a nizations. The cong reg ation is in vol ved, accordin g to its 



THE URSULINE NUNS OF THE SACRED HEART OF MARY 
BREGANZE-VICENZA 
   2 
 

SANT’ANGELA E SANT’ORSOLA 
Centro Internazionale di Studi 

2 

n at u re and specific ch a ris m , in t he missiona r y acti v i t ies of t he 
C h u r c h . In pa rish work t he Urs uline sisters SCM take on, wit h a 
special co m m i t me nt , t he pro motion of la y wo me n and t heir t r a in in g  
for different ser v ices wit hin t he Ch u r c h , for e v a n gelization an d 
c h a rit able works. 
T he Cong reg at ion of t he Urs ulines of the Sac red Hea rt of Mar y ,  
w h ic h h as about 1 3 0 me m be rs, is present: 

• In Ital y: in Veneto, in t he dioceses of Vicen za and Padu a, i n 
Lo mba rd y , in T usca n y , Lati u m , Ca mp a n ia and Calab ria; 

• In Brazil: in t he st a tes of Rio de Janeiro, Espiri to Santo, 
Min as Ger ais and Rora i m a; 

• In Moza mbique: in t he diocese of Beira . 
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