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History 

The Congregation of the Ursulines of the 
Sacred Heart was founded in Gazzuolo 
(Diocese of Cremona and Province of 
Mantua) on September 5, 1893, by Sister 
Maria Ignazia Isacchi (1857-1934) with the 
help of Sister Maria Margherita Lussana 
(1852-1935). 

Previously the two nuns had belonged to 
the Congregation of the Somaschan 
Ursulines. Then, in 1892, a noblewoman of Gazzuolo asked the bishop of Cremona, Monsignor 
Bonomelli, to look for some nuns to open an elementary school for both girls and boys; he 
communicated with the bishop of Bergamo, Monsignor Guindani, who agreed to send seven nuns 
from Somasca to Gazzuolo, thus establishing another branch of Ursulines. From the beginning the 
bishops and superiors agreed to make that new Congregation independent.  

On December 7, 1893, it was established according to canon law as a diocesan institute, with the 
name "Ursuline Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus". The Rule of the Ursulines of Somasca was 
modified, according to the needs of the new diocese, and approved by Bishop Bonomelli on 
September 5, 1894. 

On October 20, 1894, the first general chapter was held, in which Sister Maria Ignazia was elected 
general superior and Sister Margherita the general vicar. 

Besides teaching in the elementary school, the new Rule involved the nuns in Sunday school and 
catechesis in the surrounding areas, in visits to village families in order to comfort and help them, 
in watching over sick people free of charge, and in training women to embroider and to mend 
clothing. Soon an orphanage and a girls’ secondary school were opened. The Ursulines also 
offered private lessons up to the point of the final examinations and evening school for working-



class women. "The education of youth was always my ideal", wrote Mother Margherita, who was 
in charge of all the educational works of the Institute. 

The education they imparted was inspired by the Rule of Saint Angela: to have great esteem and 
respect for the students, as they are a valuable treasure, daughters of God, redeemed by the 
precious Blood of Christ. The Ursulines were to love all of them with mothersÂ° hearts, with no 
shadow of difference or partiality. They were to draw inspiration from the examples of charity, 
humility, and patience left by Jesus Christ, instilling into their souls the seeds of the main virtues: 
purity, simplicity, innocence, abhorrence of lies, respect and love towards parents, relatives and 
superiors..." (Item 63 of the Rule, 1894). 

Charism 

During the long periods when Mother 
Ignazia prayed before the crucifix, she 
would read in that pierced Heart, as in a 
synthesis, the drama of God's love for 
humanity and would find His most 
meaningful and eloquent representation in 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. She gazed upon 
the living image of the unlimited love 
through which the Son of God had loved His 
Father and had sacrificed His life for 
humanity (cf. John 15:12-13). The charism 
the foundress had received from God, the 
task she realized she would have to carry on in the Church, can be expressed as, "to make known 
and to communicate to all, far and wide, the ineffable richness of light, of mercy, of holiness and 
of life with which the Heart of Jesus is filled to overflowing." 

Works 

After 1900 the congregation spread chiefly in the provinces of Bergamo and Mantua, with the 
opening of pre-schools and nursing care, including home care. Thus, at the deaths of the venerable 
mother-foundresses, there were 19 houses with 120 nuns. “Our dear institute will be charged to 
do so much good through its variety of works!” Mother Ignazia wrote. “How Jesus will be consoled 
in seeing this dear squad gathered in his name, which acts for the glory of God! This is a great 
source of hope for the Church.” 

Since 1975 the Ursulines of Asola have opened a mission in Lybia, in the service of sick people, 
working among the Muslims, who admire and respect them, as they are AllahÂ°s brides. Since 
1991 two houses opened in Burundi carry on the activities of the institute in their particular 



cultural contexts. There new vocations have 
also been born. They are the “great source 
of hope for the Church” foreseen by Mother 
Ignazia. 

Today 

The Ursulines of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
have 13 houses in Italy and 3 abroad, with a 
hundred nuns. During the course of the 
years, in Italy, nursing and educational 
activities have been transformed into 
spiritual counseling in hospitals and 
retirement homes, parish work, teaching of 
Catholic religion in high schools, social commitment together with “Caritas” and “Centers for 
listening and for assistance throughout life.” For some years the institute has opened itself to lay 
people too, in order to respond to the many signs of the times and the instruction of the Church 
(cf. Vita Consecrata, no. 5,4), with the lay fraternity “Friends of the Sacred Heart”, in order to 
share special moments celebrative of the charism. 

Significant Dates 

Since 1917 the Motherhouse of the insitute has been in Asola, in the Diocese and Province of 
Mantua. The institute has been of pontifical right since 1947. In 1985 the mortal remains of the 
venarable Mothers were transferred from the cemetery of Seriate to the Motherhouse chapel, to 
be more united to their spiritual daughters. In 1988, the causes of beatification and canonization 
were introduced for both at the same time. The prescribed diocesan inquiry “on the life, virtues 
and reputation for holiness” was completed in 1996 “and for Mother Ignazia even a “super miro” 
and is now being studied by the Congregation of the Causes of the Saints. 

And so it is that Angela Merici’s dream, like a “seed” deeply rooted in the soil, has produced new 
fruits and continues to germinate and develop, adapting to times, cultures, and different 
environments. 
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History 
T he Cong reg at ion of t he Ursulines of t he Sac red Hea rt w as fou nded 
in Gazzuolo (Diocese of Cre mona and Pro vi nce of Man t u a) on 
Septe mbe r 5 , 1 8 9 3 , b y Sister Maria Ign azia Isacc hi ( 1 8 5 7- 1 9 3 4 )  
w it h t he help of Sister Maria Mar g he rit a Lussan a ( 1 8 5 2- 1 9 3 5 ) . 
Pre v iousl y t he t wo n u ns had belonged to t he Cong re g ation of t he 
So m asc h a n Urs ulines. The n, in 1 8 9 2 , a  noble wo m a n of Gazzuolo 
asked t he bishop of Cre mon a, Monsig nor Bono melli, to look for so me 
n u ns to open an ele ment a r y  sc hool for  bot h gi rls and bo ys; he 
co m m u nic ated wit h t he bishop of Ber g a mo, Monsignor Guinda ni , 
w ho ag reed to send se ve n n u ns f ro m Som asca to Gazzuolo, t h us 
est ablishin g anot he r br a nc h of Urs ulines. Fro m t he begin nin g t he 
bishops and superiors ag reed to m ake  t hat ne w Con g reg atio n 
independent . On Dece mbe r 7 , 1 8 9 3 , it w as est ablished according to 
ca non la w as a diocesa n insti t ute, wit h t h e na me “Ursuline Sisters of 
t he Sac red Hea rt of Jesus.” T he Rule of t h e Ursulines of So m asc a w as 
modified, accordin g to t he needs of t he new diocese, and appro ved b y  
Bishop Bono melli on Septe mbe r 5 , 1 8 9 4 . 
On October 20, 1 8 9 4 , t he first gener a l ch apter w as held, in w hi c h 
Sister Maria Ign azia w as elected genera l superior and Siste r  
Marg he rit a t he gene r al v ic a r . 
Besides teac hin g in t he ele me nt a r y sc hool, t he ne w R ule in vol ved 
t he n u ns in S u nda y sc hool and catec hesis in t he su r rou ndin g a re as, 
in visits to vil la ge fa m ilies in order to comfort and help t he m , i n 
w a t c hi n g o ve r sick people free of ch a r ge , a nd in t r a in in g wo me n to 
e mb roider and to me nd clot hin g. Soon a n orp h a n a ge a nd a gir ls’ 
seconda r y sc hool we re opened. The Ursul ines also offered pri v a t e 
lessons up to t he poin t of t he final exa m i n at ions and e ve ni n g sc hool 
for workin g-class wo men. “T he educ ation  of yout h w as al w a ys m y  
ideal, ” w rote Mot her Mar g he rit a , w ho w as in c h a r ge of all t he 
educ ation al wor ks of t he Instit ute . 
T he educ at ion t he y i mpa r ted w as inspired b y t he Rule of Sain t  
A n gela: to ha v e g reat estee m a nd respect for t he st udents, as t he y  
a re a v a l u able t reasu re , da u g h te rs of God, redee med b y t he precious 
Blood of Ch rist . T he Ursulines we re to lo ve  all of t he m wit h mot he rs’ 
hea r ts, wit h no shadow of difference or  part ia lit y . T he y we re to 
dra w inspir at ion f ro m t he exa mples of cha rit y , h u m ili t y , and 
patience left b y Jesus Ch rist , instil l ing into t hei r souls t he seeds of 
t he m ai n v i rt ues: pu rit y , si mplici t y , inn ocence, ab hor rence of lies, 
respect and lo ve to w a rds pa re nts, rela tiv es and superiors.. . ” (Ite m 
6 3 of t he Rule, 1 8 9 4 ) . 
 
Charis m 
Duri n g t he long periods w he n Mot he r Ig n azia pr a y ed before t he 
c r u cifix , she would read in t h at pierced Hea rt , as in a s y n t hesis, t he 
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dra m a of God’s lo ve for h u m a nit y a nd would find His most 
m e a ni n gf ul and eloquent represent at ion in t he Sac red Hea rt of 
Jesus. She gazed upon t he li v i n g i m a ge of t he unli mited lo ve 
t h rou g h w hic h t he Son of God had lov ed His Fat he r and had 
sac rificed His life for h u m a nit y (cf . Joh n 1 5 : 1 2- 1 3) . T he c h a ris m t he 
found ress had recei ved fro m God, t he t a sk she realized she would 
h a v e to ca r r y on in t he Ch u r c h , ca n be expressed as, “to m a ke 
kno w n a nd to co m m u nic ate to all , fa r  and wide, t he ineffable 
r ic h ness of lig ht , of me rc y , of holiness and of life wit h w hic h t he 
Hea rt of Jesus is filled to o ve rflo wi n g. ”  
 
Works 
After 1 9 0 0 t he cong reg at ion spread c h iefl y in t he pro vi nces of 
Berg a mo and Mant u a , wit h t he openin g of pre-schools and n u rsin g  
ca re , incl udin g ho me ca re. T h us, at t h e deat hs of t he ve ne r able 
mot he r-found resses, t he re we re 1 9 ho uses w it h 1 2 0 n u ns. “O u r dea r 
instit ute will be ch a r ged to do so m u c h good t h rou g h its v a riet y of 
wo rks!” Mot he r Ign azia w rote. “Ho w Jesu s will be consoled in seein g  
t his dea r squad gat he red in his na me, w hic h acts for t he glor y of 
God! This is a g reat  sou rce of hope for t he Ch u r c h . ” 
Since 1 9 7 5  t he Urs ulines of Asola h a v e opened a mission in L ybia , i n 
t he ser v ice of sick people, worki n g a mon g  t he Musli ms, w ho ad mi r e 
a nd respect t he m , as t he y a re Alla h’s brides. Since 1 9 9 1 t wo houses 
opened in Bu r u ndi ca r r y on t he acti vi t ies of t he instit ute in t hei r  
pa rt ic ula r c ul t u r a l contexts. T he re ne w  vocat ions ha v e also been 
born . T he y a re t he “g reat sou rce of hope for t he Ch u r c h ” foreseen b y  
Mot he r Ign azia . 
 
Toda y 
T he Urs ulines of t he Sac red Hea rt of Jesus ha v e 1 3 houses in Ita l y  
a nd 3 ab road, wit h a h u nd red n u ns. Du rin g t he cou rse of t he yea rs , 
in Ital y , n u rsin g a nd educ ational acti v i t ies ha v e been t r a nsfor med 
into spiri t u a l cou nselin g in hospit a ls and reti re me nt ho mes, pa ris h 
wo rk, teac hin g of Cat holic religion  in hig h sc hools, social  
co m m it me n t toget he r wit h “Ca rit as” a nd “Centers for listeni n g and 
for assist a n ce t h rou g hout life.” For so m e yea rs t he instit ute has 
opened itself to la y people too, in order to respond to t he m a n y sig ns 
of t he ti mes and t he inst r u ction of t he Ch u r c h (cf . Vit a Consecr at a ,  
no. 5 , 4) , wit h t he la y f ra te r n it y “F riends of t he Sac red Hea rt , ” i n 
order to sha re special mo ments celebr at i v e of t he c h a ris m . 
 
Significa n t Dates  
Since 1 9 1 7  t he Mot he r house of t he insit ut e has been in Asola, in t he 
Diocese and Pro vi nce of Mant u a . The instit ute has been of pontifica l  
r i g h t since 1 9 4 7 . In 1 9 8 5 t he mort a l re m ai ns of t he ven a r able 
Mot he rs were t r a nsfer red fro m t he cem e te r y of Seria te to t he 
Mot he r house ch apel, to be more u nited to t heir spiri t u a l da u g h te rs. 
In 1 9 8 8 , t he ca uses of beatificat ion  and ca nonization we re 
int roduced for bot h a t t he sa me ti me.  The prescribed diocesa n  
inqui r y “on t he life, v i r t ues and repu t at ion for holiness” w as 
co mpleted in 1 9 9 6 – and for Mot he r Ign a zia e ve n a “s uper mi ro” – 
a nd is no w bein g st udied b y t he Cong reg at ion of t he Ca uses of t he 
Saints. 
   
A nd so it is t h at A n gela Merici’s drea m , like a “seed” deepl y rooted in 
t he soil , has produced ne w f r uits and cont in ues to ger m i n ate and 
de velop, adaptin g to ti mes, c ul t u res, and different en v i ron me n ts. 
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