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History 

The foundation dates back to 1856, 
when three young girls of the 
"Oratorio Mariano" of Verona asked 
their parish priest, Father Serafino 
Agostini, for permission "to do 
something" for girls in trouble who 
lived in the parish of Sts. Nazario e 
Celso. The priest was acquainted with 
the character and spirituality of Saint 
Angela Merici and asked for 
cooperation from consecrated 
women, in order to help the many 
poor girls of his parish. With his 
bishop's permission, Father Agostini 
tried hard: he established the first 
group of Ursulines and opened a 
school for poor girls. 

The "Pious Union of Devout Sisters of 
Saint Angela" (as they were first 
called) continued to live with their families at that time. Later, in 1860, a group of them expressed 
the desire to establish a community, in order to consecrate themselves more deeply to God and to 
their neighbours' service. The nuns "inside" community life and the members "outside" worked 
together until 1901, when the members inside embraced their Rule completely, while those outside 
embraced their own Rule according to Canon Law and became a congregation of diocesan right in 
1940. 

Today 

The Ursulines FMI have always aimed at human and Christian training of youth. As its founder had 
wished, the congregation still regards Saint Angela as "its mother and teacher". 

The Ursulines FMI spread rapidly in Italy. They settled in Madagascar in 1960, in Switzerland in 1964, 
in Uruguay in 1965, and in Brazil in 1979. In 1992 they went to Paraguay and Burkina Faso (Africa), 
in 2001 to Peru and recently to Benin. 



The year 2006, when the 150th of the foundation of the congregation was celebrated, was a year of 
thanksgiving and renewal, with a fresh impetus which would carry it to other countries and churches 
awaiting its presence: Chile and Togo. 

Its works are: teaching, human and 
Christian training, assistance to 
teenagers and young girls in trouble, 
health care in dispensaries 
(Madagascar), as well as care of elderly 
women in difficulty (in Italy). 

Today the congregation has 650 
members. In 1995 it was organized into 
regions and delegations. On October 
25, 1998, the Venerable Father Zefirino 
Agostini was recognized with the title 
of Blessed by Pope John Paul II, in 
Rome. Nuns from numerous missions 
and many lay collaborators and 
affiliates attended the beatification. 

Link 

www.orsolineverona.it 

www.orsolinefmi.it 
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History 
 
T he foundation dates back to 1 8 5 6 , w hen t h ree you n g gi rls of t he 
“O r atorio Maria no” of Verona asked t h eir pa rish priest , Fat he r 
Ser afino A gostini , for per m ission “to do so met hin g ” for gir ls i n 
t rouble w ho li ved in t he pa ris h of Sts. Naza rio e Celso. The priest w as 
acqu ai nted wit h t he ch a r a cte r a nd spiri t u a li t y of Saint A n gel a 
Merici an d asked for cooperation fro m consec r ated wo men , in orde r 
to help t he m a n y poor gir ls of his pa rish. Wit h his bishop’s 
per m ission , Fat he r A gostini t r ied ha rd: he est ablished t he first gro up 
of Ursulines and opened a school for poor gir ls. 
T he “Pious Union of De vout Sisters of Saint A n gela ” (as t he y we re 
first called) contin ued to li ve wit h t hei r fam ilies at t h at ti me. Later , 
in 1 8 6 0, a g ro up of t he m expressed t he desire to est ablish a 
co m m u nit y , in order to consecr ate t he m sel ves more deepl y to God 
a nd to t heir neig hbou rs’ ser v ice . The n u ns “inside” co m m u nit y  l ife 
a nd t he me m be rs “outside” worked toget he r u nt il 1 9 0 1 , w hen t he 
m e m be rs inside e m b r a ced t heir Rule co m pletel y , w hile t hose outside 
e mb r a ced t hei r ow n Rule according to Ca non La w a nd bec a me a 
cong re g ation of diocesan rig h t in 1 9 4 0 . 
 
Toda y 
T he Ursulines FMI ha v e al w a ys ai med at h u m a n a nd Ch ristia n  
t r a in in g of yout h . As its founder h ad wished, t he cong re g ation stil l  
reg a rds Saint A n gela as “i ts mot he r and teac he r ” . 
T he Urs ulines FMI spread rapidl y in  Ital y . T he y sett led in 
Madag asca r in 1 9 6 0, in S witzerla nd in 1 9 6 4 , in Ur u g u a y in 1 9 6 5 ,  
a nd in Brazil in 1 9 7 9 . In 1 9 9 2 t he y we nt  to Pa r a g u a y a nd Bu r ki n a 
Faso (Africa) , in 2 00 1 to Per u an d recen tly  to Benin . 
T he yea r 2 00 6 , w hen t he 1 5 0th of t he foun dation of t he cong reg at ion 
w as celebr ated, w as a yea r of t h a n ksgiv i n g a nd rene w al , wit h a 
fresh i mpet us w hic h wo uld ca r r y  it to ot h er cou nt ries and ch u r c hes 
a w aitin g its presence: Chile and Togo. 
Its works a re: teac hin g, h u m a n and Ch ristia n t r a in in g, assist ance to 
teena ge rs and you n g gi rls in t ro uble, heal t h ca re in dispensa ries 
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(Madag asca r) , as well as ca re of elderly  wo me n in difficul t y (i n 
Ital y) . 
Toda y t he cong reg at ion has 6 5 0 me m be r s. In 1 9 9 5 it w as org a nized 
into regions and delegat ions. On October  2 5 , 1 9 9 8 , t he Vene r able 
Fat he r Zefirino A gostini w as recognized w it h t he t it le of Blessed b y 
Pope Joh n Pa ul II, in Ro me. N uns fro m n u m e rous missions and m a n y  
la y  collaborators and affilia tes a ttended t h e beatification. 
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