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History  

The Congregation of the Ursulines of Saint Charles 
recognizes as their foundress Saint Angela Merici, 
who established the Company of Saint Ursula on 
November 25, 1535. That Company, born for 
human and Christian promotion, mostly of 
women, spread in Milan too, where Saint Charles 
Borromeo brought it into the Milanese Church. He 
assigned to the Company two apostolic areas: 
parish catechesis and schools. After having been 
suppressed by Napoleon, the Ursulines returned 
to Milan through Sr. Maddalena Barioli in 1844, 
resuming their educational activity. 

Deeply united to Jesus Christ, they share the spirituality and pedagogic-educational sensitivity of 
Saint Angela Merici, which originate from a deep knowledge of the human soul and from a great 
intimacy with the Word, in the contemplation of Jesus as Spouse and Lord and in attentiveness to 
the Holy Spirit. 

In their own sharing of life and immersion among the people, and by paying attention to the signs 
of the times, the Ursulines of Saint Charles live their spiritual motherhood with joyful simplicity, 
affability, and humility in service to the world and the Church. 

Today 

Today the congregation works in many situations in Italy and Latin America, with the collaboration 
of lay people who share their ideals. The Ursulines conserve the spirit of their origins, attentive to 
people's needs and the signs of the times, according to Saint Angela's invitation. 

The educational charism is expressed: 

- in services of evangelization and witness in the Church, 

- in services of education and charity through: 

- training and spiritual support for young people and their families; 

- support for human improvement, with a preferential option for the poor and in the service of 
evangelical charity; 

- welcome, hospitality and sharing with their brothers and sisters in parishes, schools, retirement 
homes, spirituality centers, and in university pastoral, health and prison chaplaincies. 
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History 
T he Cong reg at ion of t he Ursulines of Sa int Ch a rles recognizes as 
t hei r found ress Saint A n gela Merici, w ho est ablished t he Co mpa n y of 
Saint Urs ul a on No ve m be r 2 5 , 1 5 3 5 . T h a t Co mpa n y , born for 
h u m a n and C h ristia n pro motion, mostl y of wo men, spread in Mila n 
too, w he re Saint Ch a rles Borro meo brou g h t it in to t he Milanese 
C h u r c h . He assigned to t he Co mpa n y t wo apostolic a reas: pa ris h 
catec hesis and schools. After h a v i n g been suppressed b y N apoleon , 
t he Ursulines ret u r ned to Mila n t h ro u g h  Sr. Maddalena Barioli in 
1 8 4 4 , resu m i n g t hei r educ at ional acti v i t y . 
Deepl y u nited to Jesus Ch rist , t he y sh a re t he spiri t u a li t y a nd 
peda gogic-educ ation al sensit i v i t y of Sain t A n gela Merici, w hi c h 
origin ate f ro m a deep kno wledge of t he h u m a n soul a nd f ro m a g rea t  
in ti m a c y wit h t he Word, in t he conte mplation of Jesus as Spouse and 
Lord and in at tenti ve ness to t he Hol y Spiri t . 
In t hei r ow n sha ri n g of life and i m m e rsion  a mon g t he people, and b y  
pa y i n g a ttention to t he signs of t he ti m es, t he Ursulines of Sai n t  
C h a rles li ve t hei r spiri t u a l mot he r hood wit h jo yf ul si mplici t y ,  
affabilit y , a nd h u m ili t y  in ser v ice to t he wo rld and t he Ch u r c h . 
 
Today 
Toda y t he con g reg ation works in m a n y sit u at ions in It al y a nd Lati n  
A m e ric a , wit h t he collabor ation of la y people w ho sha re t heir ideals. 
T he Ursulines conser v e t he spiri t of thei r origi ns, a t tenti ve to 
people’s needs and t he sig ns of t he t i mes, accordin g to Sain t A n gela’s 
in v it a tion. 
T he educ ational c h a ris m is expressed: 

• in ser v ices of e v a n gelization and wit ness in t he Ch u r c h, 
• in ser v ices of educat ion and c h a rit y  t h rou g h: 

- t r a in in g and spirit u a l support for you n g people an d 
t hei r fa m ilies; 

- support for h u m a n i mp ro ve me nt , wit h a preferentia l  
option for t he poor an d in t he ser v ice of e v a n gelica l  
c h a rit y ;  

- w elco me, hospit ali t y and sha ri n g wit h t hei r brot he rs 
a nd sisters in pa rishes, schools, reti rem e n t ho mes, 
spiri t u a li t y centers, and in uni ve rsi t y pastoral , heal t h 
a nd prison c h apla incies. 
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